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“Work It” Wins WFAE’s “Queen City PodQuest” 

Charlotte, N.C. (May 7, 2019) – “Work It,” took the top prize in WFAE’s “Queen City PodQuest” 
contest to find Charlotte’s next great podcast. “Work It” looks at people’s work – how work shapes 
their lives and their views of the world.  

As the winning creators, Stephanie Hale, Jill Bjers and Kevin Young received a cash prize of $1,000 
and the opportunity to work with WFAE to develop their idea into a six- to eight-episode podcast 
series.  

“We’re excited to have an opportunity to help create this podcast with the ‘Work It’ team,” said Ju-Don 
Marshall, WFAE’s chief content officer. “They have a passion for storytelling and connecting people 
that is evident when you talk to them, and they have expressed their commitment to finding the untold 
stories of Charlotte workers from all walks of life. I believe it’s going to be a really interesting podcast.”   

“Although we could only produce one of the hundreds of great podcasts ideas we received, WFAE is 
committed to providing access to resources to help the podcast community grow,” Marshall added. 
“We believe that everyone has a story worth telling, and podcasting is one way to empower more 
people in this community to tell those stories.” 

The “Next Door Docs” podcast by emergency room physicians Sean Fox and Bryant Allen was the 
second-place winner and fan favorite. Fox and Allen won a $700 cash prize for their idea and another 
$500 for being the fan favorite. “Choose Your Own Adventure” by Darryl Mansel, Lesley Elsworth, 
Jermone Jackson and Brian Martin was the third-place winner and received $500. The other podcast 
finalists honored at the finale event were “Bicycling in the Queen City and Beyond” by Ann 
Groninger and Jeff Viscount, and “Teachable Moments” by Jennifer Chaffman and Sara Behnke.  
All teams were given a one-year subscription to the Hindenberg editing software, a one-year 
membership to the Association of Independents in Radio and a Yeti microphone by Blue Microphone.  
 
The “Queen City PodQuest” was a community-driven podcast contest. Nearly 400 entries were 
submitted by residents within WFAE’s listening area. More than 31,000 people cast almost 100,000 
votes during the public voting period. The top five vote-getters moved on to the mentoring phase, on 
topics such as storytelling for podcasts, marketing, project management, audio recording and editing, 
and media and intellectual property law. The teams also received individual team coaching and 
guidance from experts across public media, such as leaders from NPR, PRX, Radiotopia, Georgia 
Public Broadcasting.   

Over the course of the two-month mentorship phase, the teams honed their ideas down to a two-and-
a-half minute trailer that they presented alongside their pitch to a panel of judges and live audience at 
the NASCAR Hall of Fame on May 4.  

Learn more about “Queen City PodQuest,” the winning pitch, and the other finalists at 
www.wfae.org/queencitypodquest. 
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About WFAE 
WFAE 90.7 FM is a nonprofit public radio station, licensed to the University Radio Foundation Inc. 
With 90.3 in Hickory, 106.1 in Laurinburg and 93.7 in Southern Pines, WFAE serves more than 
230,000 weekly listeners in the greater Charlotte region with an award-winning mix of local, national 
and international news, and entertainment programs from NPR® and other content partners. Listen 
online at WFAE.org. 
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